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Hey  there,  have  you  ever  spotted  a  bird  zipping
across the sky at incredible speeds? That's probably a
swallow! These amazing birds are small and streamlined,
perfect for their high-speed lifestyle. They have pointed
wings  and  a  forked  tail,  which  make  them  excellent
flyers.  Swallows  are  usually  dark  on  top  and  light
underneath, which helps them blend in whether they're
flying high in the sky or low over a field.

Speaking of flying, did you know that swallows are migratory birds? This means they travel long
distances from their summer homes in places like North America or Europe to warmer regions in
the south when it starts getting cold. That's quite a journey, isn't it? But don't worry, they'll be back
again when the weather warms up!

While on their journeys, swallows have a pretty interesting diet. They eat all sorts of insects like
flies, beetles and moths, which they catch mid-flight! Isn't that cool? They don't need to stop for a
meal. This high-protein diet helps them keep their energy up for all that flying.

Now, you might be wondering about how swallows interact
with us and other animals. Well, they're actually quite helpful to us
humans because they eat a lot of pests. As for other animals,
they generally stay out of trouble by flying high and fast. So there
you have it, swallows are not only amazing to watch but they also
help keep our environment balanced.
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Solve each problem.

Use the article to answer the question.
1) What do swallows do to stay out of trouble with other animals?

A. They hide in small spaces B. They play dead
C. They fly high and fast D. They gather in large groups

2) What do swallows eat?
A. Fruits B. Insects
C. Seeds D. Small animals

3) What does it mean if a bird is migratory?
A. They can live anywhere in the

world
B. They travel long distances

depending on the season
C. They only come out at night D. They sleep during the winter

4) Why are swallows helpful to humans?
A. They help pollinate flowers B. They sing beautifully
C. They eat a lot of pests D. They are good pets

5) When do swallows travel to warmer regions?
A. When it starts getting hot B. When food is scarce
C. During rainy season D. When it starts getting cold

6) Why are swallows usually dark on top and light underneath?
A. To stay cool in the sun B. To blend in when flying high and

low
C. To scare away predators D. To attract mates

7) What is special about how swallows catch their food?
A. They pounce on their prey from

branches
B. They catch fish that jump from the

water
C. They use their wings to dig them

from the ground
D. They catch them mid-flight

8) Where do swallows spend their summer?
A. Africa or South America B. North America or Europe
C. Asia or Australia D. Antarctica or the Arctic

Determine if the statements is something the animal would say (W) or it it is not
something the animal would say (N).

9) "I help humans by eating pests. It's a win-win, I get food and humans get less
pests!"

10) "My diet consists mostly of grains."
11) "I catch my food while perched on a branch."
12) "I'm much slower than most birds."
13) "Did you know I catch my food while I fly?"
14) "You can find me in North America and Europe."
15) "I usually stick to the ground and avoid flying."
16) "I eat only fruits and vegetables."
17) "I prefer eating fruits."



Name: Answer KeySwallow

Reading www.CommonCoreSheets.com Page 3 of 4

18) "I have a forked tail that you might see when I'm flying."
19) "I usually fly low and slow."
20) "You might notice my long, pointy wings. They help me soar and maneuver in the

sky so well!"
21) "I have a special dark and light color, it helps me blend in through the fields and

sky."

Determine if the statement is a fact or opinion based on the information in the article.
22) Swallows catch and eat insects while flying.
23) It is impressive how swallows can catch their food in mid-air.
24) During cold seasons, swallows migrate to warmer southern regions.
25) The fact that swallows don't need to rest while eating by catching their food mid-air

is incredible.
26) Swallows have pointed wings and a forked tail.
27) The way swallows help keep pest populations in check is truly amazing.
28) Flies, beetles and moths form a part of a swallow's diet.
29) Swallows appear dark from above and light from below.
30) Swallows are the most elegant birds with their pointed wings and forked tail.
31) Swallows make the most beautiful movements when they fly.

Determine if the statement is true or false.
32) Swallows will eat flies, beetles and moths.
33) Swallows only eat fish and other aquatic animals.
34) Swallows have forked tails.
35) Swallows are large, slow birds.
36) Swallows catch their food mid-flight.
37) Swallows have small wings and are unable to fly.
38) Only female swallows bellies are white. Males are pure black.
39) Swallows hibernate in burrows underground when winter comes.
40) Swallows travel long distances during migration.
41) Swallows are usually dark on top and light underneath.

Determine if the sentence is a declarative(d), exclamatory(e), interrogative(i) or
imperative(m).
42) Swallows are found all over the world, except in Antarctica.
43) Can swallows swim?
44) Swallows migrate long distances to find food and better weather.
45) Swallows have long pointed wings and forked tails.
46) Do swallows migrate?
47) Where do swallows build their nests?
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Hey  there,  have  you  ever  spotted  a  bird  zipping
across the sky at incredible speeds? That's probably a
swallow! These amazing birds are small and streamlined,
perfect for their high-speed lifestyle. They have pointed
wings  and  a  forked  tail,  which  make  them  excellent
flyers.  Swallows  are  usually  dark  on  top  and  light
underneath, which helps them blend in whether they're
flying high in the sky or low over a field.

Speaking of flying, did you know that swallows are migratory birds? This means they travel long
distances from their summer homes in places like North America or Europe to warmer regions in
the south when it starts getting cold. That's quite a journey, isn't it? But don't worry, they'll be back
again when the weather warms up!

While on their journeys, swallows have a pretty interesting diet. They eat all sorts of insects like
flies, beetles and moths, which they catch mid-flight! Isn't that cool? They don't need to stop for a
meal. This high-protein diet helps them keep their energy up for all that flying.

Now, you might be wondering about how swallows interact
with us and other animals. Well, they're actually quite helpful to us
humans because they eat a lot of pests. As for other animals,
they generally stay out of trouble by flying high and fast. So there
you have it, swallows are not only amazing to watch but they also
help keep our environment balanced.
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Solve each problem.

Use the article to answer the question.
1) What do swallows do to stay out of trouble with other animals?

A. They hide in small spaces B. They play dead
C. They fly high and fast D. They gather in large groups

2) What do swallows eat?
A. Fruits B. Insects
C. Seeds D. Small animals

3) What does it mean if a bird is migratory?
A. They can live anywhere in the

world
B. They travel long distances

depending on the season
C. They only come out at night D. They sleep during the winter

4) Why are swallows helpful to humans?
A. They help pollinate flowers B. They sing beautifully
C. They eat a lot of pests D. They are good pets

5) When do swallows travel to warmer regions?
A. When it starts getting hot B. When food is scarce
C. During rainy season D. When it starts getting cold

6) Why are swallows usually dark on top and light underneath?
A. To stay cool in the sun B. To blend in when flying high and

low
C. To scare away predators D. To attract mates

7) What is special about how swallows catch their food?
A. They pounce on their prey from

branches
B. They catch fish that jump from the

water
C. They use their wings to dig them

from the ground
D. They catch them mid-flight

8) Where do swallows spend their summer?
A. Africa or South America B. North America or Europe
C. Asia or Australia D. Antarctica or the Arctic

Determine if the statements is something the animal would say (W) or it it is not
something the animal would say (N).

9) "I help humans by eating pests. It's a win-win, I get food and humans get less
pests!"

10) "My diet consists mostly of grains."
11) "I catch my food while perched on a branch."
12) "I'm much slower than most birds."
13) "Did you know I catch my food while I fly?"
14) "You can find me in North America and Europe."
15) "I usually stick to the ground and avoid flying."
16) "I eat only fruits and vegetables."
17) "I prefer eating fruits."
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18) "I have a forked tail that you might see when I'm flying."
19) "I usually fly low and slow."
20) "You might notice my long, pointy wings. They help me soar and maneuver in the

sky so well!"
21) "I have a special dark and light color, it helps me blend in through the fields and

sky."

Determine if the statement is a fact or opinion based on the information in the article.
22) Swallows catch and eat insects while flying.
23) It is impressive how swallows can catch their food in mid-air.
24) During cold seasons, swallows migrate to warmer southern regions.
25) The fact that swallows don't need to rest while eating by catching their food mid-air

is incredible.
26) Swallows have pointed wings and a forked tail.
27) The way swallows help keep pest populations in check is truly amazing.
28) Flies, beetles and moths form a part of a swallow's diet.
29) Swallows appear dark from above and light from below.
30) Swallows are the most elegant birds with their pointed wings and forked tail.
31) Swallows make the most beautiful movements when they fly.

Determine if the statement is true or false.
32) Swallows will eat flies, beetles and moths.
33) Swallows only eat fish and other aquatic animals.
34) Swallows have forked tails.
35) Swallows are large, slow birds.
36) Swallows catch their food mid-flight.
37) Swallows have small wings and are unable to fly.
38) Only female swallows bellies are white. Males are pure black.
39) Swallows hibernate in burrows underground when winter comes.
40) Swallows travel long distances during migration.
41) Swallows are usually dark on top and light underneath.

Determine if the sentence is a declarative(d), exclamatory(e), interrogative(i) or
imperative(m).
42) Swallows are found all over the world, except in Antarctica.
43) Can swallows swim?
44) Swallows migrate long distances to find food and better weather.
45) Swallows have long pointed wings and forked tails.
46) Do swallows migrate?
47) Where do swallows build their nests?
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Solve each problem.

Use the article to answer the question.
1) What do swallows do to stay out of trouble with other animals? (paragraph 4)

A. They hide in small spaces B.
C. They fly high and fast D.

2) What do swallows eat? (paragraph 3)

A. Fruits B. Insects
C. D.

3) What does it mean if a bird is migratory? (paragraph 2)

A. They can live anywhere in the
world

B. They travel long distances
depending on the season

C. D.

4) Why are swallows helpful to humans? (paragraph 4)

A. They help pollinate flowers B.
C. They eat a lot of pests D.

5) When do swallows travel to warmer regions? (paragraph 2)

A. B. When food is scarce
C. D. When it starts getting cold

6) Why are swallows usually dark on top and light underneath? (paragraph 1)

A. B. To blend in when flying high and
low

C. D.

7) What is special about how swallows catch their food? (paragraph 3)

A. They pounce on their prey from
branches

B.

C. D. They catch them mid-flight

8) Where do swallows spend their summer? (paragraph 2)

A. B. North America or Europe
C. D.

Determine if the statements is something the animal would say (W) or it it is not
something the animal would say (N).

9) "I help humans by eating pests. It's a win-win, I get food and humans get less
pests!" (paragraph 4)

10) "My diet consists mostly of grains." (paragraph 3)

11) "I catch my food while perched on a branch." (paragraph 3)

12) "I'm much slower than most birds." (paragraph 1)

1-10 92 83 75 67 58 50 42 33 25 17
11-12 8 0
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